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Introduction

Florence has a strong foundation of local parks and recreation facilities throughout the
Townshipincluding manyalong the Delaware River The Township of Florence recognizes the
need for community input to guide investments in existing and new recreational facilities and
has sought public input through a townshipwide surveyin order to determine which
recreational facilities and programs are needed within the Township.

Florence Township engaged Taylor Design Group to prepare the survey whiechposted on
the Townshi pds medidfaumsandcanduttedsfrons Octolber 14 to
November 16", 2022. Thesurveyincluded 40 questionswhich took approximately 10
minutes to complete

Questions included park usage, evaluation of existing facilities, input on needed or missing
facilities, demographics, and ope®nded questions and comments.

199 participantsresponded 99% were Florence Residents, 62% were Female and 83%
were Adults (aged 25%5). 15% had a household member with a disability as defined by ADA.

Executive Summary

The parks are well used. 78% of respondents use the parks either daily or weekly.

A majority (52%) of respondents believe there are not enough park and recreation facilities
nearby. Fowever, 43% of participants were noaware of all of the parks and rexation
opportunities FlorenceTownshipalready has to offer This may be based on individuals only
being familiar with their neighborhood parks67% of respondents participated in recreation
programs, events, festivals, classes, leagues, or volunteemrsgiees offered by Florence of

the past year.

Florence Township Recreational Needs Assessment Page 1 of 37



31% of respondents thought a trail to walk, run or bike on was the most important
opportunity to have close to home. Followed by a place to watch sports (18%), relax
outdoors (17%) and a playground (17%).

Veterands |/ Water Works Park scoreahdwase hi ghe
also the most used, followed by Roebling Park, Wilkkark,and Carrey ParkThe bwest

ranked facility was R.D. Wood Playground and R. /ood Field, followed bfRailroad Avenue

Park (lowest used park)and Woodlawn Field and Nemeth Batting Cage.

Walking Paths/Trails had the highest ranking (20%9r what people liked most about their
favorite park followed by View (9%), Sports Field94) and Open Space (7%).

oNothingd had the highest ranking (19%) for what people liked least about their favorite park
flowed by No Lights (10%), Litter (8%8Yeeds Amenities (6%), Landscaping (6%)d No
Bathroom (6%).

Topathletic activities enjoyedmost at parks includes Walking (35%) followed by Team
Sports (27%) and Playing with my children (15%).

Toppassiveactivities enjoyed most at parks includes Relaxing (35%), Community
Activities/Family events (29%), Meeting up with Friends (14%)

Regarding something not offered by Florence Township that you or your family would use, if
provided, 15% of respondents said Nothing, followed by Pool (15%), Splashpad (11%), and
Pickleball (6%), Hiking Trails (6%), and Fitness Stations (6%).

River Access, Indoor Community/Recreation/Seni@enter,and Fitness Stations all scored
the highest (7%)nd Waterpark/Sprayground (6%@egarding what recreation facilities are
most needed in Florence.

54% of respondents provided positive or somewhat pitise rating for Florence Township
meeting the recreation needs of residents, 13% provided a negative or somewhat negative
rating, and 33% provided a neutral ratingFamilies (38%) and Teens (30%) ranked as the
populations with the highest need for recraenal opportunities

Public restrooms and lighting scored the lowest regardimxistingamenities. Trails and
Paved areas, and Parking scored the highest.

Maintenance, CleanlinessSecurity/Safety,Landscaping and Accessibility/Inclusiveness all
had Uracceptable and Needs Improvement ratingsf 47% to 374 of respomlents
respectively. 9% to 14% provided ratings of Exceeds Expectations or Outstanding. While
42% to 49% provided a neutral Meets Expectation rating.
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35% of respondents believe Renovation d&xisting Facilities should be the top priority,
followed by Develop Land That Has Already Been Purchased (30%) and Increase Routine
Maintenance (13%)

Conclusions

The survey results did not reveal any significant recreational deficiengi@gich indicates
that Florence Township is meetinghost ofthe recreational needsof the communityon an
ongoing basis. However, there is always room for improvement.

The survey also confirms that the projects that the Township is currently planningppto
conducting the survey, will help to meet the needs identified in the survey. This further
reinforces the notion that the Township has been responding to the needs of its residents
despite not havingpreviously performed dormal assessment

Items mentioned for new facilities included: spray ground or pool, fitness stations, indoor
recreation center, pickleball, walking trails, and restrooms. Suggested improvements to
park amenities included increased lighting, picnic tables, benches, litter anelcycling
receptacles, and landscapingThese improvements for new or renovated facilities will
require capital expenditures.

Operational improvemerg such as increased maintenance, cleanliness, arekpanded
program offerings will requiresither increasedor more efficient use of operating expenses.

Other improvements may have little to no increased cost including changing maintenance
practicesfor landscaping, increasing public awareness of existitfigcilities andrecreational
programs, and engaging ocreating volunteer groups to help care for the parks.

95% of respondents rate Florence Parks and Recreational Facilities as either Important or
Somewhat Important! No respondent ratedparks as Not Important.
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Recreational Needs Assessment Responses

PERSONAL OPINIONS ABOUT THE EXISTING PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES
1. On a scale of 1-5, how important are the parks to you and your family?

100%
90%
80% 70.90%
70%

60%

50%

40%

30% 23.60%

20%

10% 0% 1%
0%

4.50%

1 (Not Important) 2 3 4 5 (Important)

2. Do you feel like you have enough parks and recreation facilities nearby?

3. How often do you use the Florence Township parks and recreational facilities?

2%

59
m Weekly
m Daily
® Monthly
Yearly
m Never

Other: When teenagers are not presentse other towns parks3-4 times a weekfew times a year, multiple
times a dayseveral times a year, but not monthly, mostly late spring to early fall, occasionally, not as much as |
have in the past.
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4. During what time period do you visit the parks and recreation facilities the most?

6%

®m Evenings
m Afternoon
® Morning

Early Morning

5. Do you usually visit the parks and or recreation center...

m With Children
m Alone

With a Friend
m With my Pet
m With a Group

6. What is the most important opportunity to have close to home?

| A trail on which to walk,run, or bike.
m A place to participate or watch sports.
A place to relax or enjoy the outdoors.
m A playground.
B A place to gather with family and friends.

m A place to exercise.
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7. On a scale of 1-5, with five being the most positive, please rate each park or recreational
facility in Florence Township?

Veteran's Park/Water Works Parl. 9% 23% 26% _

H. Kenneth Wilkie Memorial River's Edge Pa- 17% 26% 20% _
Clark T. Carrey Memorial Par- 1% 27% 14% _

John A. Roebling (Riverside Ave.) P4 1% 24% 1 [ 2% 16%
Nyikita Field [l 20% 21% 15% [ESANZeE

Ezra "Bud" Marter Recreation Comple- 11% 22% 14% _
Community Center- 15% 18% 13% _

R. D. Wood Field || N 25% 1% 6%[EEee

woodlawn Field [ 18% 2% 7% O

Florence Against Alcohol & Drugs (Hamilton Ave.) P- 17% 23% 9% _
Riverbank Drive Park- 15% 20% 8% _

R. D. Wood Playgrounc- 22% 16% 5°/_

Open Space Across from High Sch- 12% 18% 12% _

Front Street Park - 17% 19% 6%_

Steve Nemeth Indoor Batting Cag- 15% 18% [ 8% _
centennial Park [l %% 160 SRR

Railroad Avenue Parl_ 1%  11% 8% _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m 1-Unacceptablem 2-Needs Improvement  3-Meets Expectationss 4-Exceedsm 5-Outstanding ® Never Visited
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8. Were you aware that all of the parks and recreation facilities listed above are located
within Florence Township?

9. What is your favorite park or recreation facility listed above?

.05%

1% 1% .05%

John A. Roebling (Riverside Ave.) Park
m Veteran's Park/Water Works Park

m H. Kenneth Wilkie Memorial River's Edge Par

B Ezra "Bud" Marter Recreation Complex

m None

H Riverbank Drive Park

m Clark T. Carrey Memorial Park

Front Street Park

m Community Center

m Florence Against Drugs & Alcohol (Hamilton
Ave.) Park
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10. What do you like most about this park?

Walking Paths/Trails NG 2 (0%
View I 9%
Sports Fields I 8%
Open Space I 7%
River I 6%
Proximity to Home [l 5%
Cleanliness [l 5%
Playground [l 5%
Nothing 1l 3%
Dog Park Il 3%
Bike Paths Wl 2%
Nature [l 2%
Site Furnishingsll 2%
Variety l 2%
Location [l 2%
Quiet W 2%
Scenery W 2%
Activities ll 2%
Delaware River Heritage Traill 2%
Size I 1%
Safety I 1%
Options I 1%
Good for Kids I 1%
Potential I 3%
Everything I 1%
Lights l 1%
Trees 11%
Exercise | 0.5%
Relaxing | 0.5%
Fishing | 0.5%
Ease of Accesq 0.5%
Length of Paths |0.5%
Peaceful/Serene [0.5%
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other: Convenient, Memories, Balance, Passive, PersoBpégial, Boat Ramp, Shade, Parking, Memorials,
People Watching, Level/Flat
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11. What do you dislike most about this park?

Nothing I 19%
No Lights I 10%
Litter | 8%
Needs Amenities Il 6%
Landscaping Il 6%
No Bathroom Il 6%
Sports Facilities in Poor Conditiollll 4%
Playground Needs Updatindilill 4%
Bad Maintenance [l 3%
Parking Il 3%
Safety |l 3%
Unleashed Dogslill 3%
No Exercise Stationsill 3%
Bathroom Not Open ll 2%
Potential Wl 2%
Cleanliness ll 2%
Dirt Bikes/Motorcycles ll 2%
Accessibility ll 2%
No Shade ll 2%
Not Enough Treesll 2%
Dog Waste [ 1%
Distance From Housell 1%
Dugouts §1%
Not Enough Trailsfl 1%
Not Much to Do 1%
Views of Warehousesll 1%
Needs More Paths |l 1%
Size 11%
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other: Everything, Bugs, Geese, No Skatepark, No Goats, Event Permit Access, lllegal Hunters, No Sidewalk,
SmokingFlooding, No Pickle Ball, Poor Drainage, Dog Park, No Turf Field, Not Inclusive, Vandalism, Need
Wheelchair Equipment, Need More Development, Bland, No Recent Improvements, No Accessible Activities,
Inappropriate Teens, Feels isolating, Length of WatetfRath, Not Enough Activities, Not Interactive, Access,

Gender Inequality, A lot to play on.

Florence Township Recreational Needs Assessment Page 9 of 37




12. If you have children in your household, what are their favorite things to do at the park?

m Participate in Sports

Play on the Playground
B Hang out with Friends
m Explore Nature

m Enjoy Riverfront Activities

m All of the Above

Other: walking, Dog Walks, Ride Bikes, Skateboard

13. What athletic activities do you enjoy doing most at the Florence Township parks and
recreational facilities?

2% 2% 1%

® Walking
Team Sports
m Playing with my Children
m Biking
m Exercising
H Running
m All of the Above

Don't Use

Water Related Activities

Florence Township Recreational Needs Assessment Page 10 of 37



14. What PASSIVE activities do you enjoy doing most at the Florence Township parks and
recreational facilities?

2% 1% 1% 1%

| m Relaxing

® Community Activities/Family Events
Meeting Up with Friends

m People Watching

m Bird Watching

m | don't use the Facilities
BBQ/Picnicking

m All of the Above

Exercise

m None of the Above

15. In the past year, have you visited any of the parks, trails, or recreational facilities in
Florence Township? This includes playgrounds, athletic fields, dog parks, community
centers, etc.
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If you answered "Yes" to the last question , what park, trail, or recreational facilities did you

visit?
1% 1%
1% 104 m Veteran's Park/Water Works Park
0
/— 1% John A. Roebling (Riverside Ave.) Park

m H. Kenneth Wilkie Memorial River's Edge P«

m Ezra Bud "Marter" Recreation Complex

m Clark T. Carrey Memorial Park

m Open Space Across from High School
Community Center

m Riverbank Drive Park

m Steve Nemeth Indoor Batting Cage

H Front Street Park

m Florence Against Drugs & Alcohol (Hamilton
Ave.) Park

® Railroad Ave.

Nyikita Field

16. Have you or any member of your household participated in any recreation programs,
concerts, events, festivals, classes, leagues, or volunteer services offered by Florence over
the past year?
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If you answered "Yes" to the last question , what recreational program or event did you
attend?

Patriotic Day | -
Soccer NG ° 3
Football | 0o
Softball | 15
Baseball I 15
National Night Out I 12%
Field Hockey I 9%
Sports I 6%
Tree Lighting [l 4%
Bike Rodeo [l 4%
Cheer [l 4%
All of Them [l 3%
Community Center Activitiesill 3%
Girl/Boy Scouts [l 2%
Basketball | 2%
Easter Egg Huntll 2%
Roebling Museum Car Shovll 2%
Concert | 2%
Food Truck Eventll 2%
Tennis | 2%
Roebling House Tourd 1%
Sign Language Semina} 1%
Carnival | 1%
Comedy Show-Old Firehousg§ 1%
Trunk or Treat | 1%
Girls on the Run | 1%
Yoga 1%
Fundraisers | 1%
Clean Ups | 1%
Halloween at Firehousel 1%
Festival | 1%
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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17. In the past year, have you or someone in your household travelled to a park outside of
Florence to use a facility or program NOT offered in Florence Township?

If you answered "Yes" to the last question , what recreational program or event did you
attend?

Community Festivals & Eventi I 12%
Pool I °%
Splash Pad | 8%
Burlington Twp. | 8%
Soccer [ 8%
Crystal Lake Par{jjll] 8%
Better Larger Playground il 8%
Sporting Events |l 7%
Hiking Trails | 7%
Veteran's Park - Hamilton|jjjilj 5%
Bordentown Parks [l 5%
Mercer County Park [JJill 5%
Mansfield [l 5%
Skatepark [l 5%
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other: Country Line Dancing, Fireworks, Restaurant Week, Burlington Municipal Park, Chesterfield, Pet Day, Music

in the Parks, Long Bridge Park, Accessible Playgrounds, Hainesport MunidéipBLURergton County Parks,

Basketball, Rancocas Woods, Senior Center, Street Hockey, Running Events (5K), Freedor- Dieglfeedk Ice

Skating, Rock Climbing Wall, Theatre, Live Music, Beach, Outdoor Movie, Fishing, Smithfield Park, Penny Pack Park,
Gdf, Water Park, HuluHamilton, Indoor Sports, Sports Camps, Smithville, Track, Softball, Football, Bike Trail,
Haddonfield Festivals, Safe Walking Trails, Farm, Jake
Launch, Food Trucks, Tennis EguCounty Fair, Pickel Ball Courrt, Field Hockey Fields, Outdoor Concert
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18. What is something NOT currently offered by Florence Township Parks and Recreation that you and
your family would use if provided?

Nothing NG 15%
Pool I 13%
Splashpad I 11%
Pickel Ball [l 6%
Hiking Trails [l 6%
Fitness Stations [l 6%
Additional Amenities [Jll 5%
Better Fields/Courts [l 5%
Skatepark Il 5%
Bathrooms [l 4%
Indoor Facility [l 4%
Playgrounds ll 3%
Lights [l 2%
Events ] 2%
Exercise Classef] 2%
Music | 1%
Dog Park | 1%
Handicap Playground] 1%
Farmers Market | 1%
Turf Fields | 1%
Food Trucks | 1%
Paddle Boats | 1%
Snack Shack] 1%
Accessibility | 1%
River Activities | 1%
Golf | 1%
Volleyball | 1%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other: Lower Taxes, Running Tra@¥;estling, Seior Center, Outdoor Stage, Kayaking, Fishing Pier, Bike Paths,
Parking, Clean Boat Ramp, Quietness, Theatre+Arts, Coin Operated Batting Cage, Senior Activities, Free Library,
Better Vegetationlce rink
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19. What is something unique or historical to Florence Township that you would like to see
represented within the parks?

None I 40%
Memorials/Plaques I 14%
History of Florence Il 11%

The Mill Bl 4%
Bridge Replica il 4%
Roebling Museum Il 4%

Trails @ 3%

Statues M 3%
Waterfront 1 3%
Signage B 2%
Festivals B 2%
Skatepark B 2%
Pipe Foundry Ml 2%
Pool I 1%
Olympian Curtis Thompsorll 1%
Views I 1%

Fishing 1 1%

Site Furnishingsl 1%
Fitness Stationsl 1%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other: Pickle Ball, Security, Ecology of the Delaware, Reenactments, Aquatherapy, Volunteer Appreciation, Clean
& Maintian, Duffy School, Pop Warner Champs 1976, TrattieNeaylor, Pride, Community Events, Handicap
Accessible, Bigger Playground, Updated Facilities, Nature, Diversity.

EVALUATION OF EXISTING PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES

20. Do you feel there is a need for more age appropriate parks and recreation facilities in
Florence?
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If so, please prioritize which populations need recreation opportunities. (1 being the highest priority, 6

being the lowest priority.)

IN NEED OF RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

Families | IS 0%

Teens (13-18) NGNS 17%
Pre-School Kids (3-5 )G
Youth RS

Seniors (66+) INNEGEEE

Adults (25-65) IR

15%
18%
17%
16%
0% 10% 40%

20% 30%

m 1 Highest Priority m2 = 3

16% 15% I
14% 18% [ 11% I
24% 13% I
15% 9% I
15% 15% I
18% 129 I
50% 60%  70%  80%  90%  100%

4 m5 H6 Lowest Priority

21. On a scale from 1 to 5, with five being the most positive, how well does Florence Parks
and Recreation meet the needs of you and/or your family members?

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
9%

10 4%

[ ]
1 (Negative) 2

0

m 1 (Negative) m2 = 3
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3

36.7%

33.2%

17.1%

5 (Positive)

4 m5 (Positive)
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22. Please rate the overall Florence Township parks and recreation facilities.

RECREATION FACILITIES

Maintenance [ 41% 42% 7% [i94

security/Safety [JJJ 39% 48% 59 404

Cleanliness - 37% 45% 7% -
Landscaping [JJ} 35% 48% 8% (650
Accessibility Inclusivity- 30% 49% 7% -

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m 1-Unacceptable 2-Needs Improvement = 3-Meet Expectations m4-Exceeds ®5-Outstanding

23. Please rate the overall Florence Township parks and recreation amenities.

AMENITIES

Public Restrooms_ 55% 18% 3%

Site Furnishings. 53% 43% 1'

Lighting | NI 43% 38% 5% 8%

Play Equipment l 45% 47% 3‘“0
Sports Facilities - 31% 52% 8% -
Parking Areas l 26% 58% 8% -
Trails & Paved AreadjJJj} 20% 58% 13% 558
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m 1-Unacceptable = 2-Needs Improvement = 3-Meet Expectations ™ 4-Exceeds B 5-Outstanding
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24. Are the parks and recreational facilities throughout Florence Township well
identified/easy to find?

Some are easier to find then others
m Yes, Always

mNo

69%

25. Does Florence Township provide connections such as trails or sidewalks to help
residents travel between parks and recreational facilities?

Only in Some Areas

H Yes, Always

64.3%

E No
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26. Is there any existing park facility or structure you feel needs immediate attention? If yes,
please indicate below.

Roebling Park (Playground/Trash/Dead Trees/Lighting/Secu il 2 2%
Wilkie Park (Tennis Courts/Playground/Trash/Lightiriiil 9%
Field Hockey (Lights/Turf/Bathrooms/Storagdl 9%
Railroad Ave. Park (Playgroundimm 8%
Playground Equipmentlll 5%
Bathrooms HE 5%
Boat Ramp I 4%
Veteran's Park/Water Works (Lighting/Parkindill 4%
Trash H 4%
Riverbank Dr. Parkmll 4%
Basketball Courts (Surfacing/Lightindl 2%
R.D. Wood Park (Baseball Fields/Playgrou)2%
Cleanliness B 2%
Ezra "Bud" Marter Recreation Complex Park (Lights/Walking PRtr%
All Parks B 2%
Dog Waste Stationsl 1%
Prevent Motorcycles on Traild 1%
Grass Cutting on Walking Pathk 1%
Softball Fields 1 1%
Batting Cagesl 1%
Lighting 1 1%
Old Public Work's Buildindl 1%
Blue Building 1 1%
Soccer Field (Lighting] 1%
Signage I 1%
Old York Rd.1 1%
Field on West 5th1 1%
Triangle Area Downtownl 1%
Sports Fields1 1%
Sidewalks I 1%
Seating 1 1%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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27. Is there anything throughout the parks and recreation facilities that should be eliminated?

No [N 1%
Sports Fields [l 6%

Old Play Equipment[l]l 4%

Garbagel/Litter ] 4%

Smoking/Drugs | 3%

Spotted Lantern Fliesf] 2%

Views of Warehouses]] 2%

Motorcycles | 2%

Portable Bathrooms ] 2%

Less Lights at Bustleton & Cedar Lafle 2%
Teens | 2%

Water Pollution | 2%

Trees | 2%

Blind Spots on Walking/Running Trail} 2%
Giving Residents Tickets at Veteran's Pgk2%
Empty Goat Pen in Roeblind] 2%

Graffiti ] 2%

Field on West 5th ] 2%

Unclean Fountains] 2%

Secluded Areas] 2%

Parks | 2%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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28. What are the barriers for your household to WALKING OR BIKING for recreation or to
access to Township parks and facilities? (Choose all that apply.)

BARRIERS TO WALKING OR BIKING

Threat of vehicle collisions or operator behavi- 18%

Not enough lighting on my routes- 15%

Existing sidewalks are missing or in poor conditi- 12%
There are no barriers- 10%
Transporting children, elderly, or disbale- 9%
Destinations are too far away- 8%
| don't feel safe . 7%
Existing bike lanes or paths are in poor conditi(. 5%
Route is unclear due to lack of wayfindin. 5%
| don't own a bicycle I 3%
I have to carry heavy things in my vehicl 3%
| have limited mobility || 2%
I don't have enough timeI 1%
The weather is often inclementl 1%

None I 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Other: My dog is reactive to other dogs when walkihgfter
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29. Is there anything that has discouraged your use of parks and recreational facilities in your
neighborhood? (Choose all that apply.)

DISCOURAGED USE DUE TO...

No bathrooms I 17%
No lighting I 10%
Litter and cleanliness Il 9%
None, | am a regular useill 8%
No shade I 7%
Poor maintenance Il 7%
Limited parking Il 5%
No activities Il 5%
lllegal activity |l 5%
Unsafe to walk to the parklll 4%
No benches Il 4%
Unsafe equipment ll 3%
Feels unsafe l 3%
No parks or recreational spaces neardll 3%
Don't know what's availablel 3%
I'm too busy B 2%
No organized sports] 1%
Can't go without an adultl 1%
Operating hours not convenientl 1%
I'm physically unable tol 1%
Not Interested 1 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Other: Vandalism, Dogs, Bike Riding on Baseball Fields, Lack of activities for the disabled, Teens.
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WHAT ARE THE RECREATIONAL NEEDS OF THE TOWNSHIP?

30. What types of RECREATION FACILITIES are most needed in Florence Township? (Choose all
that apply.)
RECREATION FACILITIES

River Accessmmm 7%
Indoor Community/Recreation/Senior Centcummm 7%
Fitness Stations 7%
Water Park/Spray Parkmmm 6%
Children's Play Areas & Playgroundsm 5%
Skate Park mm 5%
Community Garden = 4%
General Use Fieldsmm 4%
Natural Areas B 4%
Sledding Hill mm 4%
Volleyball Court = 4%
Biking & Walking Trailsmm 4%
Dog Park mm 4%
Natural/Bird Watching/Wildlife Observation Sites 3%
Obstacle Coursem 3%
Tennis Court ®m 3%
Basketball Court m 3%
Field Hockey Fieldm 3%
Soccer Field®m 3%
Batting Cages® 3%
Baseball/Softball Fieldm 3%
Rock Climbing Wallm 2%
Running Trackm 2%
Disc Golf Coursem 2%
Boccee Ball Courtm 2%
Bike Polo Courtl 1%
Equestrian Trails & Aread 1%
Golf 1 1%
Pickle Ball 1 1%
Pool 1 1%
Lacrosse Fieldl 1%
Futsal Court 1 1%
None 1 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Other: Open Air Theatre, Indoor Sports Complex, Football Areas, Recreation Center, Bike Share Racks,
Amphitheatre, Fishing Pier, Tennis Wall, Adue&hior Exercise Classes, Facilities for Teens
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31. What AMENITIES would you like to see added or expanded in your local parks and
recreational facilities? (Choose all that apply.)

AMENITIES

Bathrooms | 12%
Picnic Tables & Shelter{lll 10%
Lighting I 9%
Benches I 8%
Litter & Recycling Receptacle ]l 7%
Food Trucks I 7%
Shade [l 6%
Water Fountains [l 6%
Public Art |l 5%
BBQ Grills [l 4%
Signs Il 4%
Security [l 4%
Parking [l 4%
Sidewalks [l 4%
Bike Racks|ll 3%
Emergency Phonesdll 3%
Game Tables|ll 3%
None | 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Other: Fishing Pierd)og Waste Stations, Bleachers, Open Air TheatrecMahniBarriers, Fitness Stations,
Swimming
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32. Please select each of the following ACTIVE parks and recreation PROGRAMS/EVENTS you
or any member of your household has a need or desire to use. (Choose all that apply.)

m Winter Recreation

Sports Leagues, Adults

Sports Leagues, Youth
m Teen Programs
B Seniors/Active Aging-ages 55+
B Youth After School Programs
m Pre School Ages 2-5 Years

H None

Other: Dog Walking Areas, Tennis Program (Beyond Summer), Open Air Theatre, Pickle Ball, Swimming, Bike

Ride Event, Art & Theatre, Adult Fitness

33. Please select each of the following PASSIVEparks and recreation PROGRAMS/EVENTS
you or any member of your household has a need or desire to use. (Choose all that apply.) O

Other: swimming Pool, Board Game League/Game Night, Theatre

Florence Township Recreational Needs Assessment

B Seasonal Events & Festivals
Family Activities

® Educational Classes

m Cultural & Social Activities

| History

m Arts & Crafts
Camps & Other Activities for

Children

B Theraputic Recreation/Recreation
Inclusion

H None
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could allocate funding, which ONE should be the top priority?
5%

34. Of the following ways in which Florence Township Parks and Recreation Department

®m Renovate existing facilities

m Develop land that has already been purchased with new
parks, trails, and facilities

W Increase routine maintenance of parks, trails, and facilitie

Purchase new land for natural resource conservation
DEMOGRAPHICS

m Purchase new land for later park or facility development
35. Are you a resident of Florence Township?

1%

EYes

mNo

If so, what area/neighborhood of Florence Township do you live in?

A
W N
b oot 7
Womberger Ave /
ml
‘s,‘ (:) »;a“(
h \ o ,ﬂ’.
\ 3
\ Non - \f;\ ’
2 \ Residential -
\ 202
\ % -
2
m3
)

) >
o
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36. Gender?

m Female

m Male

m Prefer not to answer

Non-Binary

".

37. Which age group best describes you?

306 1% 1%

m Adult (25-65)

B Senior (66+)

® Young Adult (19-24)
Teen (13-18)

m Child/Pre-Teen (Less than 13)

38. Please select the number of members in your household per age group. (Choose all that
apply.)

Total Members in All Households

6%

B Adult (25-65)

B Child Pre-Teen (Less than 13)
Teen (13-18)

| Senior (66+)

m Toddlers (2-3)

0
12% Young Adult (19-24)
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39. Do any members of your household have a disability as defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)?

HYes

H No

If you answered "Yes" to the last question, what type of accommodation/programming is
needed to better serve people with disabilities in your family? (Choose all that apply.)
2% 2%
B Programs/Social Activities
B Accessible Ramps
Arts & Crafts
m Organized Sports
B Railings
Adaptive Equipment
H None
B Sign Language Interpretation
Medical

H Non-Verbal Assistance
(Braille)
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40. Please provide any additional comments you may have regarding parks and recreation
facilities in Florence Township.

1. Cameras at vaohteer kept fields to figure out who continues to vandalize. Specifically
baseball.

2. There are adequate sports fields already, many that do not get useargead dueto the
sporting “ s e asBMKficility nkeds tk lze telttandaan edsily toalt with a
preexisting park. ThBoebling waterfront park would be ideal for multiple reaserasy
access to preexisting drainage, easy and safe access to high concentrated area of youth, and
it could easily become one of the most scenic aestheticédlgiging parks built. These are
two sports that are in fact part of the Olympics, they do demand attentiendom fact
did you know one of the biggest names in skateboarding is Ishod Wair, he is from
Bordentown, born and raised, and he has his own sigmesalilike shoe along with other
various skateboard items to his specifications. His family was able to help support him and
bring him to the places he needed to go to become one of the best, not everyone has that.

With something local, we could tap into Féoice Twp. true potential.

3. The JA Roebling Park committee developed several improvements to the park and nothing
except the initial improvement were further investigated or implemented. Pull the meeting
minutes from that committee and investigate whattbbse improvements could be done
and when. Develop a plan to implement the numerous suggested improvements.

4. | am hoping actual action comes from this form. It always seems this township is all talk no
action

5. Indoor waterpark with mat slides... or lap pool

6. Biggest wants More to do at Marter (so nice over there but nothing other than soccer!),

Better field hockey facilities (ideally turf!), Renovate Wilkie Park/better tennis courts, would
love an operair theater somewhere and summer camps for kids community center
with youth activities.

7.1 ve never heard of the Steve Nemeth indoor
googleLet’' s be smart creative and innovative at
can be a revenue stream and an opportyrtid get people in our town. People visit
Burlington and people visit BoRrdbht agn., wkuhe
to | ook at what we’re doing wrong and create
money here. We have a massivevant wat er front property, it’
Burlington city or Bordentown city had that they would be coming up with a thorough
devel opment plan. Oh wait, isn’t Bordentown
saved from development? How aliowe do the same.

8. Give teens somewhere to go and possibly work

9. Keep the motorcycles out of parks. It ruins the walking experience with noiseaagedof
being run over. It only takes one to ruin the experience.

10.1 just realized how many parks are inr€lace but none of them have a sprinkler park
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11.We currently have plenty of park | and. Just
warehouses!

12A disc golf course would beRrawesomePamdkerk’”d
work out sites. Better cleanliness and lighting

13.1want there to be more activities at theebling Park more things to do

14.The parks are nice. They just need to betkeepttle cleaner and free from people using
drugs. Signs for no smoking will help. Thank you for this survey!

15.Keep taxes low and be smart with money

16.1 would love to see double turf fields that could be utilized by all sports. Much like Mt Laurel
has! Al with lighting!!

17.More green space and no more commercial building or warehouses

18. People are hungry for things to do. We have a beautiful space by the river and wonderful
empty buildings in Roebling. Start small but start something. Our residents desstee b

19. Please provide an outdoor fitness park or pool. Thank you.

20. Instructions and cost for park use by residents needs to be publicly posted and easily
accessible.

21.1 fund park development throughout the state. Florence's parks are terrible unless you play
certain sports. We have a beautiful river and terrible access to it. We aren't taking
advantage of state programs to fund land acquisition and park development. We put a
walking path along the river in Roebling and | watched a bunch of trees get planted
improperly (on Memorial Day) and then neglected. It's not fun to be out there in the heat of
summer. This area could be nice with good landscaping and some actual thought put into a
good park design, but instead it's a barren wasteland with a trail. Itplayis and won't use
the few courts we have because they are not well maintained. | would love to be able to
just walk to some nice trails, but | don't even have sidewalks or a safe way to get across
Route 130 on foot. | used to bike, but with all the nerarehouses and truck traffic, it's no
longer safe.

22.Thank you for providing this survey! | am happy to submit my responses.

23.None

24. There must be something done about the preteen/teen crowds cursing and using
suggestive language especially in a place meardrfall children to play. We have found
beer bottles condom wrappers graffiti and it
ok or exposed to

25.With all the warehouses being built in the area it is time from them to give back to us. The
rec dept shoud request funding from all the warehouses to turf the football figlgame
and Practice), all the softball and baseball fields and field hockey fie\dteransPark. All
the other rec sports field should have a complete make over and made safe foakgite
park would be a nice addition behind the police station along with a roller hockey rink.
C'mon Marty Make your mark

26.1 | ove our small town and what i1t had to off
for improvement throughoutforsae . The fi el d hockey field doc¢
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lights, which ultimately cuts down on their practice times when the sun sets earlier. There
also isn”t much seating available for those
batting cages, inadddgin t o proper field maintenance. The
been an issue for several months, and all three fields need to be kept better. 3rd base at
Veteran’s i1 s al way s, which agaim hindess the abilitytb ractice t r ai n
and/or playing games. Legion field also floods and the way in which the bases are, leave a
|l ot to be desired. Furthermore, it’'s evident
they were given the proper attention to bring them up to par.
27.Need better @erall maintenance of grass on fields
28.1'm a lifelong member of this community and hope to stay here for quite a bit longer. |
believe the recreational needs of this community are heading in a direction that is positive
and happy to see that this surveyl\help improve the needs of the community.
29.l mprovements should be for everyone, not kid
30.Y’ al | do -geargesidert &nd jove li!'! 3
31.Build more around the river area and boat ramp
32. My family loves the Florence parks! We walk tdRki€idaily! Sometimes they could use
some better maintenance, but overall, we are grateful for so many great playground
options for our son!
33 Il ove John A Roebling Park walking path and
relax and enjoy. Thankou!
34. Thanks for doing this! More variety of rec activities and facilities could keep younger crowd
from moving out.
35. More shades in the parks and water fountains
36. Please install a turf field that can be used for different sports programs
37.Even with our exiting parks when something is reported to the Municipal Township,
nothing is done about it. | would love to see that improve:)
38A wrestling team would be amainBodgnfownrs o we don
39. Township parks are nice and couldtheeaked with a few add on items, such as exercise
stations, and maintenance upgrades such as volunteer trashupicitoups.
40. Where is the pool from question number 15?
41.Thank you for providing this survey.
42.Well maintained, could use a water parkpmwol, but | love what we have.
43.More events, chairs, patrolled by police on bikes? Bathrooms, more tennis n pickleball
courts. Less warehouses, more parks
44We’ d have a | ot more room for parks and recr
45. Pickle ball ourts.
46. We have the opportunity to improve and expand our existing facilities and to improve our
maintenance. Perhaps we need a dedicated maintenance team from within Public Works to
attend to our parks.... somewhat like Burlington Twp does with their Hadggartment.
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47.Need to further develop JA RoebliRgrk, highlight what is / will be done and have activities
there and have the Patriotic Day festivities there with evening fireworks. Need lighting at
this pak.

48.Kids in gypsy town need a playground

49. Maintenance & security

50. A lot of questions. Will they be considered and/or put into action. Or just a form to satisfy??

51.Remove superlative questions, eg most, best, worst, least etc. they are foolish questions.
Biking in the country needs addressing, litter alatighighways (Township, County, State)
needs addressing. Parks are not limited to grass and sportss paks, include museums,
the Delaware River, Public roadways, train stations, As the climate get warmer Florence
desires a public swimming pool.

52. Parksneed more routine maintenance. Equipment needs to be checked for safety.

53 don’'t believe in spending grant money or a
new facilities when we aren’t currently main
high standard. | think that, for now, choosing a central location to focus maintenance and
improvement would be the best strategy for spending. | believe the Waterworks field would
be a great central location if we wanted to focus in the short term on hamegstandout
park that is great and easily accessible to the community (from outstanding playgrounds, to
varied sporting activities, to leisure trails, adding tennis/pickle ball cait3. This central
area would also be easily accessible to public wdok maintaining. Thank you for taking
the time to hear my opinions.

54.Some parks are very neglected.

55. For the most our parks are good, but improvements are needed. A public swimming pool is
more of a need than a skate park!

56. Recreational facilities for youtsports underutilized due to political decisions restricting
non-Florence Twp residents from participating. This has served as a ickle effect
resulting in residents leaving for other school districts in middle and high school. Simply put,
there shoud a greater emphasis on travel sports and events hosted in town.

57.Too many questions.

58.1 would LOVE to see any available properties turned into parks and absolutely NO more
warehouses!! We need par ks vwpbdithathoeghaf! ! ! | Kk
them tearing down all those woods by crystal
Florence do that!!

59.1 am happy with existing parks, would like adult exercise classes, exercise stations at parks
and continued additions and improvements tdeivalks, keep up the good work, thanks for
asking!

60. Let's fix/maintain the parks that we have first before spending money on more land, new
development.

61. The John A. Roebling Riverside Ave. Park (Lower) was one of the main reasons | chose to
make Roebling hoe. Thank you for all you do so we can enjoy it!

62.We need a pool in Florence.
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63. Overal| the town has a number of great parks and recreational programs. Howeheze is
definitely potential in many of the open areas to develop fields and introduce new
recreational activities to attract all. | would also love to see historic Roebling get some of
the attention as well. There is so much potential around the museum and park areas to host
music, food trucks and live events. Hopefully the carnival can return BbsNesv that we
are past a global pandemic.

64.Need space to give bored teens places to go, hometown pride could be boosted with
festivals (like Bordentown), more lighting and security measures,-shitts for fundraising
if need be

65.1 really love our parkn Roebling, I do wish though that we had more playground
equipment.

66. Please put in pickleball courts

67.0verall | think themaintenanceon VeteransPark does a very great job. | also feel safe
there because there are always workers caring forghmunds during the times | visit.

68. Positive

69. Just more transparency and answers to people's ideas and complaints. Even though the
community Facebook page is not officially monitored, it is easy to see where the most
needs are, and, to ignore them regulaiikyjust rude and unacceptable. People have been
begging for an actual community center that is open to the community for use, not rentable
at an outrageous price. People have been begging for programs at a location for teens to
get them off the neighborhoo streets and give them something else to do that costs little
to nothing and doesn't require them to join a sport. It's time to really start brainstorming
and come through for them.

70. Thanks for asking!

71.Parks and walking biking areas benefit everyone araibfy the community! River view
and access a must for community. No more warehouses!!!'! Number 1 priority. And keeping
trucks out of town a must. Children on bikes
belong in this town!

72.Need more garbage camadong the path down by the river. Police on bikes and better
lighting at night would certainly help curtail some of the drug transactions that occur,
motorcycle riding, garbage container vandalism, etc. The majority of the parks in the
township are antiqued with the same old recreation equipmemiaygroundsand
basketball courts. Build a skate park and maybe some of the youth won't hang out on street
corners and skateboard down the middle of the road. Buildak-climbingwall, install
pickle ballcourts,and create a league for different age groups.

73. The Caonmunity Center should be free to local teams, organizations, school activities.

74.rveytoo long40 questions ‘enon.
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APPENDIX

PARK LOCATIONS MAP:

©OoNoOA WD

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Veteran's Park/ Water Works Park (Baseball, Softball
Playground

Steve Nemeth Indoor Batting Cage (Baseball, Softball)

Woodlawn Field (Softball/Soccer/Basketball)

R. D. Wood Field (Baseball/Soccer)

R.D. Wood Playground

H. Kenneth Wil kie Memori al River's Edge Park (Fishi
Clark T. Carrey Memial Park (Boat Ramp/Gazebo)

Front Street Park

Riverbank Drive Park (Walking Path, Playground)

. John A. Roebling (Riverside Ave.) Park (Basketball/Gazebo/Dog Park, Playground)
. Nyikita Field (Baseball)
. Florence Against Alcohol & Drugs (Hamilton Ave.) ParkJakn A. Roebling Memorial Park

(Playground/Volleyball/Grills)

Centennial Park (WWII Honor Roll)

Ezra “Bud” Marter Recreation Complex (Soccer/ Pl aygl
Railroad Avenue Park (Basketball, Playground)

Community Center (Hall Rentals)

Open Spacécross from High School (Walking Path)
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FLORENCE TOWNSHIP MAP:
(SPLIT INTOSECTIONS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SURVEY ONLY
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